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Duterte and cohorts exploit COVID-19 and 


counterrevolution to stay in power 


FOR DUTERTE AND HIS CO- 
HORTS, all roads lead to 2022 
when Duterte's presidency ex- 
pires and jail time commences. 
With less than a year before 
the national elections, Duterte 
will either place the entire 
country under open martial 
rule as a last-ditch attempt to 
remain as president or cook up 
an election win for his clique 
and keep himself in power. 

Duterte's final State of the 
Nation Address exposed his 
scheme to implement either way. 
His regime banks on its "fight 
against the COVID-19 pan- 
demic" narrative and its 
“counter-insurgency" campaign. 
He continues to lavish the 
Armed Forces of the Philip- 
pines (AFP) and Philippine Na- 
tional Police (PNP) with the 
protection of his regime and 
the people's money to clinch 
their loyalty and keep them as 
his lapdogs. 

The Duterte regime hypes 
the need for extreme measures 
to address the more infectious 
COVID-19 Delta variant with- 
out the intention of really sol- 
ving the outbreak. It only uses 
lockdowns and COVID-19 hys- 
teria to curtail the movement 
of the people lest they organize 
themselves to condemn govern- 
ment neglect and incompetence 
and demand proper solutions 
to the public health emer- 


gency. Smokescreen solutions 
serve to distract the public 
from large-scale corruption 
and political maneuvers of his 
camp in preparation for 2022. 
Duterte is an opportunist 
through and through grabbing 
every chance to suit his per- 
sonal agenda. He deviously 
used the dire need for COVID- 
19 vaccines twice as an excuse 
to please his imperialist mas- 
ters. He first used it to refuse 


the demand to confront China 


on its incursion of the West 
Philippine Sea since his close 
ally Xi Jinping donated vac- 
cines to the Philippines. Second, 
because of his so-called grati- 
tude to the US government for 
recently giving 6.2 million US- 
brand vaccines, he was willing 
to reinstate the Visiting Forces 
Agreement as a concession. 
The Duterte regime paints 
the revolutionary forces as "ter- 


rorists’ deterrent to his plans 
for national development. But 
it actually employs a terrorist 
witch-hunt to justify funneling 
billions of pesos to his 
“counter-insurgency' campaign 
giving the AFP and PNP top 
ranks access to a big chest of 
people's money they can steal. 
Early on, the 2022 Php40 bil- 
lion proposed budget for the 
National Task Force to End 
Local Communist Armed Con- 
flict (NTF-ELCAC) has caught 
the attention of law makers 
and is perceived as a war chest 
for the upcoming elections. 

The NTF-ELCAC rode on 
the slogan of "addressing the 
root causes of conflict" but in 
contrast has worsened the civil 
war. The Anti-terror Law is 
utilized for terrorist-labelling 
and red-tagging that has an 
adverse effect on the legal 
democratic movement as it 
persecutes legitimate dissent 
and further gives grounds for 
state fascism. 


In Negros, majority of 
Negrosanons of which 335,000 
are sugarcane farm workers 
(43% of the national total) are 
deeper in destitution after al- 
most two years of the pande- 
mic worsened the tiempo 
muerto (dead season). The 
cycle of landlessness, starva- 
tion and huge debts perpetu- 
ated by violent oppression to 
them seems never ending un- 
der the Duterte regime and 
this, in fact, encourages their 
support for the national demo- 
cratic revolution. 

A new wave of massive 
military operations have been 
relentless after Negros was 
categorized as a national pri- 
ority of Duterte's "counter-in- 
surgency' campaign. Alongside 
it, reports of escalating military 
abuses and human rights viola- 
tions are also increasing. Its 
own deadline is against the 
AFP Central Command in ful- 
filling its pipe dream of deci- 
mating the New People's Army 


(NPA) in Negros Island. Base- 
less propaganda of "dis- 
mantled guerrilla fronts" and 
“weakened mass base" cannot 
counteract the extensive and 
intensive development of guer- 
rilla warfare and the over- 
whelming support of the 
masses for the NPA in the en- 
tire Island. 

Combat operations and the 
presence of fascist military 
troops are accurately described 
as superspreaders of an epi- 
demic of human rights viola- 
tions and barbaric crimes it 
perpetrates in the countryside 
and in the whole island. Within 
five years of Duterte's fascist rule, 
nearly a thousand Negrosanons 
are victims of illegal detention, 
harassment, torture, threats 
to their lives, and displace- 
ment from their homes. Over a 
hundred, mostly peasants, farm 
workers and activists, fell to 
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brutal extrajudicial killings. 
The murder of human rights 
advocate Zara Alvarez was 
commemorated a few days 
ago. 

Apart from being super- 
spreaders of terror, according 
to news reports 25 soldiers 
from the 16th Scout Ranger 


Company (SRC) have lately 
tested COVID-19 positive. 
These soldiers further en- 


danger COVID-free peasants 
in the countryside where they 
conduct combat operations. 
Before they were quarantined, 
the 16th SRC have been moni- 
tored operating in the hinter- 
lands of Central Negros. 

Effective solutions to the 
pandemic and genuine and 
lasting peace cannot be expec- 
ted from Duterte because he 
himself is the worst kind of 
terroristic virus born out of a 
rotten semifeudal and semi- 
colonial system. The people 
must put a stop to his tyran- 
nical reign and resist all his ef- 
forts to extend his rule. He and 
his allies must be made to an- 
swer for all the crimes they 
have committed against the 
Filipino people. 

The corruption, deception, 
fascism and schemes of the 
Duterte regime must be ex- 
posed and opposed by the 
people. They must continue to 
stand for their rights and fight 
for their democratic interests. 
The dubious 174-hectare re- 
clamation project in Dumaguete 
City that caters to an anomal- 
ous Chinese contract is right- 
fully opposed by the academe, 
business, youth and all con- 
cerned sectors. It will destroy 
mountains and marine life and 
displace fisherfolks among 
others. 
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The broadest 
united front against 
Duterte's tyran- 
ny must be streng- 
thened to over- 
come the climate 
of terror pro- 
moted by the 
regime to silence 
and immobilize its 
opposition. The re- 
volutionary for- 
ces must pain- 
stakingly arouse, 
organize and mo- 
bilize the broa- 
dest number to 
unify even the 
backward section 
of society and rouse 
them against the 
Duterte regime. 

In the coun- 
tryside, the pea- 
sants through 
their collective 
strength must 
launch anti-feudal 
and anti-fascist campaigns. 
They must drive the fascist 
military troops away from their 
villages and resist military and 
police money-making schemes that 
double-cross peasants with some 
ending up dead. State elements, 
force multipliers and agents 
must be prevented from in- 
flicting any more harm to the 
people. 

The NPA in Negros must 
use to good advantage the 
massive military operations in 
their areas. Study the move- 
ment of the enemy and attack 
their weakest link to demoralize 
their forces and in the right 
time mount tactical offensives 
to deliver a deadly blow. Learn 
from experience in facing the 
enemy's attacks to develop 
further guerrilla warfare in the 
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fascist military troops 
from the countryside 


Stand for your ae 
and fight fory 
democratic interests 
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Strengthen broadest 
united front against 
Duterte's tyranny 


Launch anti TTA 
and anti-fascist 
campaigns 
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Island. Victorious tactical of- 
fensives embolden the masses 
to fight, defend them from AFP 
and PNP brutalities and an- 
swer their cry for justice for all 
they have suffered under the 
Duterte regime. JP 


#JointheNPA 
#CherishtheNPA 
#AmplifytheRevolution 
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